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Growing Inland Achievement
 Nonprofit Organization
 K-16 Regional Collaborative focused on cradle to career
 Collective Impact Organization
 Founded by regional education and community leaders
 Coordinates with education and community partners to increase 

educational attainment that leads to regional economic prosperity



Our Vision

By 2035, San Bernardino and Riverside Counties will 
be widely recognized for our well-educated workforce, 
thriving communities, and vibrant economy that create 
prosperity for all.



Our Mission
Transform the Inland Empire through education

1) Connect and equip diverse stakeholders to form action oriented teams
2) Provide data, research issues, and identify opportunities
3) Resource innovations and solutions



Educational Attainment
Inland Empire

Sources: American Community Survey, 2019; Public Policy Institute 
of California. 2015. Will California Run Out of College Graduates
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Educational Attainment in the Inland Empire
The Imperative

Metropolitan Statistical Area % Attainment Population

New York-Newark-Jersey City, NY-NJ-PA Metro Area 50.36 19,216,182

Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim, CA Metro Area 42.59 13,214,799

Chicago-Naperville-Elgin, IL-IN-WI Metro Area 48.16 9,458,539

Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington, TX Metro Area 43.15 7,573,136

Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar Land, TX Metro Area 40.84 7,066,141

Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV Metro Area 58.42 6,280,487

Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Pompano Beach, FL Metro Area 43.97 6,166,488

Philadelphia-Camden-Wilmington, PA-NJ-DE-MD Metro Area 47.83 6,102,434

Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Alpharetta, GA Metro Area 48.11 6,020,364

Phoenix-Mesa-Chandler, AZ Metro Area 40.64 4,948,203

Boston-Cambridge-Newton, MA-NH Metro Area 58.40 4,873,019

San Francisco-Oakland-Berkeley, CA Metro Area 58.67 4,731,803

Riverside-San Bernardino-Ontario, CA Metro Area 29.69 4,650,631

Source: https://www.luminafoundation.org/stronger-nation/report/2021/#metro



Educational Attainment in the Inland Empire
The Imperative

Did you know?
1. Of the largest statistical areas in the United States, the Inland Empire ranks 13th largest in terms of population.
2. The Inland Empire has the lowest educational attainment rate of the 50 largest metropolitan statistical areas.

Metropolitan Statistical Area % Attainment Population Population Rank

Riverside-San Bernardino-Ontario, CA Metro Area 29.69 4,650,631 13

Las Vegas-Henderson-Paradise, NV Metro Area 32.40 2,266,715 28

Memphis, TN-MS-AR Metro Area 37.02 1,346,045 44

San Antonio-New Braunfels, TX Metro Area 37.28 2,550,960 24

New Orleans-Metairie, LA Metro Area 37.59 1,270,530 46

Oklahoma City, OK Metro Area 39.36 1,408,950 42

Phoenix-Mesa-Chandler, AZ Metro Area 40.64 4,948,203 10

San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara, CA Metro Area 60.80 1,990,660 36



Key Education Targets
Inland Empire

Kindergarten 
Readiness

Early Grade 
Reading (3rd)

Middle Grade 
Math (8th)

High School 
Graduation

Postsecondary 
Enrollment

Postsecondary 
Completion

Employment

63% of people 5-24  years old are Latino about—836,000 ppl Source: ACS 2019 PUMS



Kindergarten 
Readiness

Source: American Community Survey, 2019 & 2016 5 year PUMS (Public Use Microdata Sample)



Third Grade 
Reading

San Bernardino County      Hispanic Increase 14%       White Increase 10%       Source: California Department of Education Dataquest 2021
Riverside County                 Hispanic Increase 14%       White Increase 13%



Eighth Grade 
Math

San Bernardino County      Hispanic Increase 2%       White Increase 2%       Source: California Department of Education Dataquest 2021
Riverside County                 Hispanic Increase 4%       White Increase 8%



High School 
Graduation

White Increases A-G 4% HS Grad 1%       Source: California Department of Education Dataquest 2021
Hispanic Increases A-G 3% HS Grad 1%



Postsecondary 
Completion

(Age 25+ years)

Source: American Community Survey, 2019 5-year PUMS (Public Use Microdata Sample)



Did you know…
• Only 22% of IE adults ages 25+ have a BA or higher

• 8% achieved an AA as their highest level of completion

• Asians outperform overall IE educational attainment, 48% 
(BA+) and 9% (AA), respectively

• White BA and AA attainment outpaces IE adults at 29% 
and 10%, respectively

• Among Hispanics, only 11% and 6% have at least a BA or 
AA, respectively, as their highest level of education

• Among Blacks, BA+ and AA representation is 24% and 
10%, respectively

Studies find the COVID-19 pandemic has led to 13% of 
students delaying graduation (Aucejo, French, Ugaide, & 
Zafar, 2020). The impact of COVID-19 on low-income and 
first-generation student persistence is even more 
striking, with 55% and 50% delaying graduation, 
respectively. As a result, this snapshot of IE educational 
attainment is likely to change considerably in future ACS 
PUMS data.



High School Seniors With an “F” Grade
COVID-19 Impact

Student Group Fall 19 Fall 20

Asian 14% 21%

Black 17% 44%

Filipino 20% 17%

Hispanic 23% 41%

Native 27% 33%

Pacific Islander 33% 40%

White 21% 32%

Data aggregated over 36 districts across the state



High School Seniors With an “F” Grade
COVID-19 Impact

Student Group Fall 19 Fall 20

504 Plan 28% 65%

Disadvantaged 29% 31%

English Learner 27% 55%

Foster 42% 61%

Homeless 30% 53%

Special Education 20% 42%

Female 18% 29%

Male 26% 44%

Hispanic 23% 41%

Data aggregated over 36 districts across the state



Dreamers & DACA
INSTITUTIONAL CHALLENGES IN EFFECTIVELY SERVING UNDOCUMENTED 
CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENTS 
1. Inadequate ability to outreach to undocumented students and protect student 

data 
2. Insufficient institutional support/campus wide training 
3. Need for dedicated stakeholders, staff, and space at each campus
4. Need for better access to financial support 
5. Need for increased student engagement and direct services to increase student 

retention 
6. Need for definitive guidance from CCC Chancellor’s Office

California Community Colleges Dreamers Project, https://immigrantsrising.org/wp-content/uploads/Immigrants-Rising_CCC-Dreamers-
Project_Full-Report.pdf



Dreamers & DACA
In California, 242,339 young people have received DACA status between 
2012 and March, 2017, according to the Migration Policy Institute. Officials 
estimate that 72,300 undocumented students are enrolled at the state’s 
public colleges and universities (70,000 at community colleges, 9,500 at Cal 
State and 4,000 at UC) and that half probably have DACA protection now. 
Nationwide, about 800,000 young people have received DACA status

Quick Guide: Understanding DACA and education in California. ED Source Sept 2017

http://www.migrationpolicy.org/programs/data-hub/deferred-action-childhood-arrivals-daca-profiles


Thank You

Carlos Cuauhtémoc Ayala, Ph.D.

President and CEO
Growing Inland Achievement

Carlos@InlandEmpireGIA.org
(909) 256-0011
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